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Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the paragraph beginning at page 10, line 5, with the following rewritten 
paragraph: 

In one embodiment of the cholesteric liquid crystal cell unit, the 7r-phase waveplate 
element 1 1 can be integrated into a cholesteric liquid crystal cell by placing the wavelength plate 
element 1 1 between the ITO layer 15B and substrate layer 14B of the cholesteric liquid crystal 
cell 10 of the unit. In this case, the element 1 1 is best realized as one or more birefhngent 
coatings upon the substrate layer 14B. Alternatively, the waveplate element 1 1 can be placed 
between the substrate layer 14A and the ITO layer 15A of the second cholesteric liquid crystal 
cell 12 of the unit, or the waveplate element 1 1 itself can be substituted for the substrate layer 
14B to serve two functions. The waveplate element 1 1 might be a quartz crystal plate about 
90/rni thick for the proper phase delay for optical communication wavelengths. In any case, the 
7r-phase waveplate element 1 1 is functionally between the two cholesteric liquid crystal cells as 
shown in the Fig. 1 arrangement. 
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